
Better Sermon Series

Do you feel overwhelmed, dissatisfied, and stuck in a rut? Wishing your day-to-
day life could improve? Jesus’ Teachings are your guide to brighter days. When life 
hands you choices, choose Better.  We will be spending our summer together 
helping each other make the next right choice.

LUKE 10:25–37 The Parable of the Good Samaritan (Choose Margin over 
Manufacturing)
June 6
introduction 
Jesus has just finished telling the disciples that it is the Father who reveals truth to 
us so that we can believe. Explaining that we are blessed to see and hear the 
gospel. From there he tells the parable of the good Samaritan. 

discussion 
Who is your neighbor? 

explanation 
• What was the intention of the Lawyer who was questioning Jesus?  

• Why is the lawyer hung up on the definition of neighbor?  
• What is the significance of the Samaritan responding with mercy in contrast to 
the priest and Levite? • What lengths did the Samaritan go to help the man in 
need? 
• How would this parable have challenged the worldview of the lawyer? 

application 
• What neighbors does God want us to serve that we walked past?  
• How do you justify ignoring the practical and spiritual needs of people in your 
life? 
• Who do we see loving people in the ways that Jesus calls us?  
• How can we go and do likewise as a community group?  
• Pray for opportunities to serve others in our neighborhood and eyes to see them.  
• Pray that Jesus would be made much of because of our presence in this 
neighborhood. 
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LUKE 10:38–42 Mary and Martha (choose One Thing over Many Things)
June 13
introduction 
Jesus and the disciples continue their journey to Jerusalem when Jesus gives Mary 
and Martha a visit. The interaction between Jesus and the sisters reminds us to 
keep our relationship with Christ as our first priority. 

discussion 
What distracts you? 

explanation 
• What was the purpose of Jesus’ visit?  
• What does Martha’s frustration reveal about what was going on in her heart? • 
How did the priorities of Mary put her other responsibilities in perspective?  
• Why didn’t Jesus rebuke Mary for neglecting her work?  
• How did Jesus respond to Martha’s distortions? 

application 
• What things keep you preoccupied and your focus off Jesus?  
• What do those preoccupations reveal about your heart?  
• How are the priorities of our community distorted?  
• How can we encourage one another toward gospel-centered priorities? • Pray for 
conviction where we are preoccupied in our lives. 
• Pray that we would not be anxious or worried, but would trust in Jesus. 
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LUKE 11:1–4 The Lord’s Prayer (Choose Prayer before Performance)
June 20
Introduction 
The disciples observed Jesus praying and are curious. In this text, Jesus teaches the 
disciples how to pray. 

discussion 
What is prayer? 

explanation 
• Why do the disciples ask Jesus about prayer?  
• How does Jesus teach about prayer?  
• Break down the Lord’s Prayer and the principles that you learn regarding prayer. 
• How does the way Jesus begin the prayer align our hearts for prayer?  
• How are the requests Jesus makes oriented toward God’s kingdom? 

application 
• What aspects of the Lord’s Prayer do you gravitate toward naturally? • What 
aspects do you tend to neglect?  
• How can we grow as a community of prayer?  
• What did you learn about God’s character from Jesus’ prayer? 
• Prayer:Ask the Spirit to teach you how to pray. 
•  Prayer: Pray through the Lord’s Prayer. 
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LUKE 11:5–13 Asking for the Holy Spirit (Choose to receive rather than resist)
June 27
introduction 
Jesus continues to teach the disciples how to pray. Last week He taught them by 
giving them the Lords Prayer as an example. This week, Jesus teaches that God 
responds to your prayers with the love of a Father. 

discussion 
What is the best gift you have ever received? 

explanation 
• In the analogies that Jesus gives, what is similar about the request being made?
• What does the image of the loaves teach us about persistence in prayer?  

• How does Jesus portray the Father in his response to our prayers?  
• How does the Father’s inclination differ from the sleeping friend? 

• What do these differences teach us about God’s willingness to respond to our 
prayers? 

• In what ways has the Holy Spirit been the greatest gift from God in your life? 

application 
• Recall a time when God answered a prayer and share it with the group.  

• Why does Jesus want us to be persistent in prayer?  
• What do these verses reveal about God’s nature? Is this consistent with your 
view of Him? 

• What are we praying for today?  
• How are those things aligned with the purposes of God?  
• Pray for Jesus to continue to teach us how to pray.  
• Pray for God’s kingdom to come in our neighborhood and among our 
neighbors. 
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LUKE 11:14–28 Jesus vs. Satan  (Choose Trust over Suspicion)
July 4
introduction 
After teaching the disciples how to pray Jesus continues to minister to the crowds. 
After delivering a mute man from a demon some from the crowd accuse Jesus of 
receiving power from Satan. 

discussion 
Why are we generally skeptical of the supernatural? 

explanation 
• Why were the religious leaders threatened by Jesus’ power?  

• What blinded these leaders from being able to see the truth of Christ’s work?  
• How does Jesus’ response open our eyes to the reality of the spiritual war we 
are in? 

• What room does Jesus leave for being neutral or disengaged in the battle?  
• What does Jesus’ response teach us about Satan and his power?  
• How does Jesus’ warning contrast the importance of temporal and eternal 
healing? 

application 
• Do you feel like you can distinguish between acts of God and works of the 

enemy? 
• How do you challenge God to prove himself? What does that reveal about your 
heart and doubts? 

• Where in your life have you lived as if we are in a time of peace rather than a 
time of war?  
• What does it look like to live like this battle is real as a community? (Inwardly 
and outwardly)  
• Where have you been satisfied with temporary relief of sin but stopped short of 
letting Jesus rule? 

• Prayer:Ask God for eyes to see the battle and the strength to join it.  
• Prayer: Pray that the Spirit would inhabit every room in our house. 
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LUKE 11:29–32 Jesus is Greater than Jonah (Choose Jesus over Jonah)
July 11
introduction 
Still addressing the crowd that accused Jesus of getting his power from Satan, He 
rebukes them for continuously clamoring for more signs and wonders. 

discussion 
Think of a product that makes you skeptical, what kind of proof would you need to 
trust it? 

explanation 
• Why does Jesus turn the woman’s declaration back to faith?  

• Why does the use of the queen of Sheba and Nineveh expose the blindness of 
the religious? 

• What do these illustrations reveal about the patience of God?  
• How does Jesus want the people of Israel to respond the truth of the gospel?  
• What does Jesus make clear about the consequences of failing to repent and 
believe? 

application 
• Where is the Holy Spirit prompting you to repent and you are resisting?  

• How has God shown you patience? 
• In what ways do we live like we don’t believe in the consequences of unbelief?  
• Are we a safe community to confess and repent of sin?  
• Are we sharing the truth of the gospel to our neighbors so they have a chance to 
repent? 

• Prayer: Pray for God to forgive us for our unbelief and the forgiveness for our 
sin. 
• Prayer: Pray for opportunities to share the gospel in our neighborhood. 
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LUKE 11:33–54 Jesus and Religion (Choose Inward Not Outward)
July 18
introduction 
Challenged by the Pharisees and lawyers at dinner, Jesus warns them and us to not 
be blinded by religion. Woe to us! he says, if our hope is in religion rather than the 
atoning work of Jesus. 

discussion 
• How can light distort rather than illuminate?  
• How does religion corrupt the eye?  
• What were the six “woes” that Jesus proclaims?  
• How are these heart conditions?  
• Why is it so wicked to be concerned with appearances rather than the heart? 

application 
• Where has religious thinking distorted your vision?  
• What sins of religious belief or action do you need to repent of?  
• What does repentance look like in those areas?  
• Pray for conviction from the Holy Spirit for where we are being religious.  
• Pray that we would be filled with the Holy Spirit and our vision would be clear. 
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LUKE 12:1–12 Jesus and Fear (Choose Praise of Jesus over Praise from men)
July 25
introduction 
Jesus warns us of hypocrisy but encourages us that the Holy Spirit will be with us 
when we need him. 

discussion 
What is hypocrisy? 

explanation 
• How is the hypocrisy of the Pharisees like leaven?  
• Why should we not fear those that could kill us?  
• What is the promise for those who acknowledge Jesus as the Christ before men? • 
What promises does Jesus make in this passage for the faithful? 

application 
• Where in your life are you prone to hypocrisy?  

• How has fear of man hindered your faithfulness to God?  
• What does repentance in these two areas look like?  
• How can we be a community that acknowledges Jesus before men? 

• Prayer: For conviction of hypocrisy and fear.  
• Prayer: For the courage to fear God rather than men. 
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LUKE 12:13-21 The Parable of the Rich Fool (Choose Gratitude over Greed)
Aug 1
Introduction 
Jesus warns us against placing our hope in our false comfort and security

Discussion 
Do you believe life does not consist in an abundance of possessions? Really?

Explanation 
• Which column (gratitude or greed) most accurately describes your life? In which 
areas are you encouraged? Where do you need to repent and seek forgiveness?  
• Where in your life are you prone to grumbling? What does grumbling sound like 
in your heart?

application 
• Ask the Holy Spirit to help you resist the temptation to grumble. Cultivate a 

heart of gratitude by sharing evidence of God’s grace in your life, in your 
community, and in the promises of Scripture. 

• What is your gut-level response to the call to giving? How does that align (or 
not) with how you believe God wants you to give? What is holding you back 
from giving in response to God’s grace

• Which aspect of biblical giving is most difficult for you: cheerful, sacrificial, or 
regular? 

• What does this struggle indicate about your heart and what you believe about the 
character of God? 

• What fears compel you to hoard or spend more money than what you believe 
brings honor to God?  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LUKE 12:22-34 Jesus and Anxiety (Choose Worship over Worry)
Aug 8
Introduction 
Jesus warns us against placing our hope in our false comfort and security

Discussion 
Do you believe life does not consist in an abundance of possessions? Really?

Explanation 
• Which column (gratitude or greed) most accurately describes your life? In which 
areas are you encouraged? Where do you need to repent and seek forgiveness?  
• Where in your life are you prone to grumbling? What does grumbling sound like 
in your heart?

application 
• Ask the Holy Spirit to help you resist the temptation to grumble. Cultivate a 

heart of gratitude by sharing evidence of God’s grace in your life, in your 
community, and in the promises of Scripture. 

• What is your gut-level response to the call to giving? How does that align (or 
not) with how you believe God wants you to give? What is holding you back 
from giving in response to God’s grace

• Which aspect of biblical giving is most difficult for you: cheerful, sacrificial, or 
regular? 

• What does this struggle indicate about your heart and what you believe about the 
character of God? 

• What fears compel you to hoard or spend more money than what you believe 
brings honor to God?  


